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CANADA STRIKES GOLD AT MEN’S U23 AMERICAS ZONE l"'“l
QUALIFICATION TOURNAMENT :l:"
()
(MARCH 18, 2013 - MEXICO CITY, MEX.) - Team Canada defeated host l“““
Mexico 74-67 in a hotly contested gold medal showdown on Saturday at the
Men's U23 Americas Zone Qualification Tournament in Mexico City. Both es0sce
teams have qualified for the World Junior Championship in Turkey in I
September. fooeee]
™
The match was close from the opening tip off until the final whistle. The lead -oro
seesawed back and forth for the entire first quarter with Canada narrowly ! '
coming out ahead 17-16. The trend continued in the second frame until
Canada went on a 6-0 run in the dying minutes of the quarter to take a 31-25 “:01
lead at the break. o® Yoo

Mexico clawed its way back in the third quarter and briefly took the lead,

while Canada struggled through some foul trouble. Mexico only converted :I:‘
twice on eight attempts from the free throw line as Canada held a slim 48-47 o0seee
edge on the scoreboard going into the final frame. '

Both teams frantically traded baskets throughout the fourth quarter at an l:.l.:l
electric pace, with Mexico responding to every Canadian basket. Mexico noonl
managed to tie the game at 63 with three minutes to play before Kevin .
Wakeling (Cambridge, Ont.) and Reid Richard (Regina, Sask.) scored seven '“'“'
and four points, respectively, to seal the victory for Canada. Canada played ose
solid defence to end the game, forcing turnovers with pressure and limiting ::.'i:l
Mexico to just two baskets. ‘.“.l

Nik Goncin (Regina, Sask.) scored a game-high 28 points for Canada despite
being double and triple teamed at times throughout the match. With Goncin
receiving the extra attention from the Mexican defence, the remaining
Canadian players made them pay by converting on their scoring
opportunities time after time.

Earlier in the day Brazil defeated Venezuela 68-36 to claim the bronze medal.
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The 2013 Men's U23 World Championship is set for September 12-22, 2013
in Adana, Turkey. Canada, Mexico and the United States are the three
qualifying teams from the Americas Zone.

The Canadian Men’s U23 Team consists of: (athletes’ city of residence
indicated / returning players from the 2009 team denoted with a *):

Alexandre Courcelles (Saint-Roch Ouest, Que.)
Eric Voss (St. Mary’s, Ont.)

Jeremy Watts (Charlottetown, P.E.L)
Joel Watts (Charlottetown, P.E.L)
Jonathan Vermette (Sherbrooke, Que.) *
Justin Johnson (Milner, B.C.)

Kevin Wakeling (Cambridge, Ont.)
Mitchel Bossaer (Saskatoon, Sask.)
Nikola Goncin (Regina, Sask.) *

Philippe Vermette (Sherbrooke, Que.) *
Reid Richard (Regina, Sask.)

Vincent Dallaire (Quebec City, Que.)

Head Coach: Stephen Bialowas (Toronto, Ont.)
About Team Canada

The Canadian Junior Men’s Wheelchair Basketball Team consists of the top
male athletes under 23-years-of-age from across the Country. They are
assembled with the ultimate goal of competing in, and winning the U23 Men’s
World Championships, which are held every four years. Canada hosted the
inaugural tournament in 1997 and won back-to-back World Championships
in 1997 and 2001.

About Wheelchair Basketball Canada

Wheelchair Basketball Canada is the national sports governing body
responsible for the organization of wheelchair basketball in Canada. It is a
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non-profit, charitable organization that is the Canadian member to the
International Wheelchair Basketball Federation (IWBF).

Wheelchair basketball is a fast-paced, hard-hitting, competitive sport that has
emerged as one of the most competitive and athletic sports played at the
Paralympic Games. Our senior national teams are held in high esteem around
the world for the elite skill and control that placed them on the podium with
a combined six gold and one silver medal in the last six Paralympic Games.

For more information, visit: www.wheelchairbasketball.ca
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For more information, to request a photo, or to schedule an interview
contact:

Jody Kingsbury, Manager Courtney Pollock, Coordinator
Marketing & Communications Communications

Wheelchair Basketball Canada Wheelchair Basketball Canada
T: 613-260-1296 ext. 204 T: 613-260-1296 ext. 203

jkingsbury@wheelchairbasketball.ca cpollock@wheelchairbasketball.ca

For all the latest information follow us:

Online: wheelchairbasketball.ca

Facebook: facebook.com /wheelchairbasketball

Twitter: twitter.com/WCBballCanada

YouTube: youtube.com/WheelchairBball

Flickr: flickr.com/photos/wheelchairbasketball
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